
Violence on Campus

Surviving an Active Shooter





Campus Shootings since 2007

-February 21, 2014: San Jose State University – 1 dead

-January 30, 2014: Eastern Florida State University - 1 injured

-January 28, 2014: Tennessee State University - 1 injured

-January 25, 2014: Los Angeles Valley College - 1 dead

-January 24, 2014: South Carolina University - 1 dead

-January 21, 2014: Purdue University - 1 dead

-January 20, 2014: Widener University - 1 injured

-November 19, 2013: Liberty University – 1 dead, 1 injured

-November 2, 2013: North Carolina A& T State University - 1 injured

-June 7, 2013: Santa Monica College - 6 dead, 4injured 

-April 19, 2013: Massachusetts Institute of Technology - 1 dead

-April 15, 2013: Grambling State University - 3 injured

-April 12, 2013: New River Community College - 2 injured

-March 20, 2013 Shaw University - 1 injured

-February 26, 2013: Coastal Carolina University  - 1 dead

-January 22, 2013: Lone Star College–North Harris - 3 injured

-January 16, 2013: Chicago State University - 1 dead

-January 15, 2013: Stevens Institute of Business and Arts - 2 injured

-January 15, 2013: Hazard Community College - 2 dead, 1 injured

-August 13, 2012: Texas A&M University - 3 dead

-May 28, 2012: Virginia Commonwealth University - 1 injured

-April 20, 2012: Kirkwood Community – 3 injured

-April 18, 2012: Virginia State University – 1 dead, 1 injured

-April 13, 2012: University of Southern California – 2 dead

-April 2, 2012: Oikos University – 5 dead, 3 wounded

-March 29, 2012: Eastern Michigan University – 3 wounded

-March 8, 2012: University of Pittsburgh Medical Center – 2 dead, 7 wounded

-February 3, 2012: Ball State University – 1 dead, 2 injured

-January 31, 2012: Dakota State University – 1 injured

-January 12, 2012: University of South Alabama – 1 dead

-December 8, 2011: Virginia Tech – 2 injured



Attack
An aggressive and violent action against a person or place.

Active Shooter

An individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to 

kill people in a confined and populated area; in most 

cases, active shooters use firearm[s] and there is no 

pattern or method to their selection of victims.

Winkle, J. (2009, Spring). “Active shooters in secondary schools: The unique role of the physical educator.” Illinois 

Journal.



History of Active Shooters

• Average incident time: 15 minutes.

• Average police response time: 14 minutes.

• Most victims are shot in the first 3 minutes.

Winkle, J. (2009, Spring). “Active shooters in secondary schools: The unique role of the physical 

educator.” Illinois Journal.

• In 15 seconds, an average shooter can kill 17 – 34 

people with a standard handgun.



Profile of Active Shooter
• Age 6 – 60

• Racially  and Ethnically Diverse

• Academics – Excellent to Failing

• Friendships - Popular to Isolated

• Few with mental illness

Ferguson, et al. “Psychological profiles of school shooters: Positive directions and one wrong turn.” J Police Crisis 

Nego. 2011-Sept:11(2):141-48

2002 comprehensive school shooter report compiled 

by the U.S. Secret Service and the U.S. Department

of Education found that “…no reliable profile of the 

school shooter exists”



Profile of Active Shooter

• 75% are male

• Primary motive - REVENGE

• Secondary motive

– Bullying

– Scorned lover

– Humiliation or Public Failure

• They plan.

• They talk!

Ferguson, et al. “Psychological profiles of school shooters: Positive directions and one wrong turn.” J Police Crisis 

Nego. 2011-Sept:11(2):141-48



Signs of potential violence 



3 Responses

I. Ursinus

II. Law Enforcement

III. You!



URSINUS Response to  Violence

I. Emergency Response Plan

II. Emergency Alerts

III. Activate Emergency Team



































LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Response to Violence



LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Response to Violence

Trained to move toward gunfire

Will not stop to help you

One goal: Isolate and neutralize the shooter



Your Response to Violence

4 Steps

1. React

Trained Untrained

Startle and Fear Startle and Fear

Feel Anxious Panic

Recall what they have learned Fall into disbelief

Prepare to act as rehearsed Lost in denial

Commit to action Descend into helplessness



YOUR

Response to Violence

4 Steps

1. React

2. Run

3. Hide

4. Fight!4. Fight! Attack!!



Fighting Back

Courtesy of Attack Countermeasures Training, Irvine, CA;  2007 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=r2tIeRUbRHw


YOUR

Response to Violence

React

What is your plan?



Final Thoughts

• Take responsibility for your safety.


