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STUDENT
AFFAIRS
COLLEGE
2020-2021 Ursinus College
Student Guidelines for Living during COVID
Bears Bounce Back...Together! Ursinus’ strength is its community. In these uncertain times,
personal responsibility within one’s community is more of a priority than ever. Returning to
campus in the Fall of 2020, in the midst of a pandemic, will be a challenge. Success will require
daily actions that emphasize safety, health, and the collective understanding that each
individual’s choices affects all of us.
The principles and guidelines set forth in this addendum to the Student Code of Conduct asks
you, as a member of the community, to commit to a strong regimen of personal hygiene,
including handwashing, cleanliness in one’s common spaces, and the wearing of personal
protective equipment, such as masks, in common and public areas on campus. Ursinus College
has developed plans to support your actions with a commitment to sanitizing and cleaning
classrooms, residence halls, and other campus spaces. The College will also help protect its
students, staff, and faculty by providing PPE and posting signage that reinforces the expectations
around personal health and safety.
Accountability is an essential element in keeping this campus safe. We are requiring all
community members to present evidence that they are COVID-19 negative prior to the start of
the academic year. This requirement provides all of us the chance to exhibit care for public
health and to demonstrate that we are taking these issues seriously. Further, we ask you to adhere
to strict physical distancing and use of facial coverings for the 14 days prior to your return to
Ursinus.
We must all work together to ensure the safety, health, and well-being of our community and
campus in these trying times. This guide for Student Conduct is one element of our ongoing
mission to build and sustain a culture that makes the health and safety of others its top priority.
This COVID-19 Student Code of Conduct remains effective as an addendum to the Ursinus
College Student Code of Conduct starting August 1, 2020 until otherwise noted by the College.
The College reserves the right to update and make edits to this document to be in line with the
guidance that comes from local, state, and national public health agencies as well as government
officials. All updates to the document will be clearly noted with the date and posted on the
College’s website.
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Failure to follow these guidelines may result in a charge of the appropriate alleged violation
which may include a policy violation of the Student Code of Conduct. The student will go
through the conduct process and if found responsible, receive sanctions. Please know that
students’ health, wellness and safety is the College’s top priority. If a student must be
quarantined as a result of their violations, all Student Conduct procedures will occur
following the student’s full quarantine period.
TESTING PRIOR TO RETURNING TO CAMPUS
All campus community members will be required to submit results of a COVID test (taken
within two weeks of their return date) to Ursinus. More instructions on this process will be
forthcoming. The test result must be negative for the student to return to campus. If this prereturn test is positive, see below for further instructions: “College Notification of Positive
COVID Test”.
Any student who does not provide these results prior to returning to campus will have to be
tested by a Wellness clinician on campus. While these results are processed (which could be 1-3
days), the student will not be permitted to move into their residence hall and must remain
isolated in a college-assigned quarantine space.
COLLEGE NOTIFICATION OF POSITIVE COVID TEST
The College requires that all students—whether you live on campus, off campus, or are studying
remotely—notify the College immediately (no later than 8 hours after you receive the positive
test result) if you test positive for COVID-19 by any health care provider in any jurisdiction.
In order to notify the proper College entities, please call Campus Safety at 610.409.3333 for
further directions.
After the College has learned that a student has tested positive for COVID-19, the Ursinus
College Contract Tracing Team will conduct additional contact tracing to determine if there was
exposure to other members of our community so that the College can take appropriate next steps
to mitigate further spread of the virus.
COLLEGE NOTIFICATION IF AWAITING COVID-19 TEST RESULTS
The College requires that all students—whether you live on campus, off campus, or are studying
remotely—notify the College immediately (no later than 8 hours after you have been tested) if
you are awaiting a test for COVID-19 by any health care provider in any jurisdiction.
In order to notify the proper College entities, please call Campus Safety at 610.409.3333 for
further directions.
After the College has learned that a student is awaiting test results for COVID-19, the Ursinus
College Contract Tracing Team will conduct additional contact tracing to determine if there was
exposure to other members of our community so that the College can take appropriate next steps
to mitigate further spread of the virus.
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FAMILY UNITS
Ursinus “Family Units” will be students who are grouped together to live communally based on
their residence hall assignments. Within one’s Family Unit, students can socialize more freely,
practice less physical distancing, and remove masks. This is analogous to how a student might
behave while living at home with family during the pandemic. This provides students the
opportunity to engage with residential acquaintances in a less restrictive manner. More
information on how Family Units will be grouped is forthcoming.
FACE MASKS
All students must wear a mask while in public spaces on Ursinus’ campus. All students will be
provided with an Ursinus cloth mask upon returning to campus. Not wearing a mask properly
(i.e. fully covering the nose and mouth) is the equivalent of not wearing a mask.
The following are exceptions to when/where one is not required to wear a mask (unless it is
requested by another individual):





Residential student in your bedroom with just your roommate/roommates
Residential students when showering or washing their face in the floor/communal
bathrooms
In Wismer dining when physically eating your meal
When students are in their family unit

All Ursinus College students, faculty, and staff reserve the right to ask that students and other
community members wear a face mask if they are not wearing one in a required setting. The
expectation is that this request will have prompt compliance.
It is recommended that all students carry an extra face mask while on campus. If a student does
not have a face mask to put on in that moment, disposable masks will be available in all
buildings or they can be directed to visit Campus Safety, the Wellness Center, or other
departments on campus that have face masks. Non-disposable masks must be regularly and
properly washed and maintained.
A student may be asked to leave a building or classroom (by faculty, staff, or other students) if
they are not properly wearing a mask.
HEALTH MONITORING/REPORTING
Students are encouraged to monitor their health for any symptoms associated with COVID-19
(which includes temperature checking) on a daily basis. When asked, students must accurately
and honestly report symptoms or risk factors for COVID-19. Students who feel ill or have a
fever may not attend class/events and must contact the Wellness Center (Monday through Friday
from 9am to 5pm) or Campus Safety for further instruction. The College will give additional
instructions about health monitoring/reporting in the future as appropriate, and students will be
required to follow any such instructions. Such monitoring may require use of technology (such
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as telephone apps) or may entail other means of monitoring. Even if not required, when
available, students are strongly encouraged to utilize technology (such as telephone apps) that is
made available through state and local government to assist in contact tracing and resource
sharing.
According to the CDC, people with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported –
ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness.
Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may
have COVID-19:












Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

This list does not include all possible symptoms. Please refer to the CDC for a more updated list
as new symptoms continue to be determined. Again, if you have any of these symptoms, do not
go to class, do not leave your housing unit, but instead immediately contact the Wellness Center
or Campus Safety before taking any further action.
STUDENT ID AND LOCK/KEY
In order to enhance the safety and security of all persons on the Ursinus College campus, all
Ursinus College students will be asked to keep their College ID on their person when outside of
their residence in order for them to be identified. For that reason, it is recommended that Ursinus
College students keep their College Student ID on their person at all times while on campus so
that they may be identified if asked.
As the health and safety of all Ursinus College students, faculty and staff is our highest priority,
it is vital that the College knows who is on the campus at all times, and that if needed, contact
tracing may occur. For that reason, a new Guest Policy has been implemented. More information
about the Guest Policy can be found below.
No bias profiling of individuals will be tolerated by the College. If you are asked by an
individual if you are a Ursinus College Student and/or to please present your Ursinus College ID,
we ask that you please assume the best intentions of that individual and that they are ensuring all
guests are registered for health and safety purposes. Those most likely to ask individuals to
display their College ID are Campus Safety Officers, Resident Advisors (RAs), Residence Life
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Staff, and Student Affairs Staff Members as their position and duties are student support and
success. If you believe that you were the victim of bias, please fill out the Discriminatory Acts
Reporting Form so that the College is made aware of the incident and can follow up accordingly.
Students, as always, are strongly encouraged to lock their room and suite doors (if applicable). In
addition, students should carry their Ursinus keys on them at all times. This is always important
for safety and security purposes for personal belongings, but this is especially crucial during the
pandemic to minimize the likelihood of spreading COVID-19. Students should refrain from
entering residence halls and rooms that are not their own or within their family unit.
PHYSICAL DISTANCING
Physical distancing is designed to limit the spread of a disease by reducing the opportunities for
close contact between people. It is asked that everyone does their best to maintain a safe physical
distance of 6 feet or more in all settings. If students are congregating without appropriate
physical distancing, they may be asked to disperse.
We recognize that maintaining 6 feet of physical distancing may not be possible in all unforeseen
and informal situations but ask that all students make every effort to abide. For everyone’s health
and safety, face masks will also be utilized (see above for more information) in an effort to
maintain physical distancing.
ENTRANCE/EXIT OF PUBLIC SPACES
Please be aware of any guidance regarding entrance and exits for classrooms and buildings.
Students should utilize designated entrance and exit doors and continue physical distancing
throughout various indoor areas, including hallways and staircases.
GUESTS
On campus students will not be permitted to have guests on campus during the Red and Gold
phases of the return. During the Black phase, on campus students are allowed to have family visit
them during the day-time hours of 8 a.m. to - 8 p.m.
All family guests will be required to wear a face mask while on campus. If a guest does not have
a face mask, they will be able to obtain one from Campus Safety. Guests are not permitted to
enter into any residence halls and are encouraged to remain outdoors whenever possible.
For contact tracing purposes, all family guests who are visiting a student on campus must be
registered online using the COVID Health and Safety: Daytime Guest Registration Form. It will
be the responsibility of the Ursinus College residential student (host) to register their family
guest before or once they arrive to campus. If a family guest is on campus and identified as an
individual who was not registered on the COVID Health and Safety: Daytime Guest Registration
Form, the Ursinus College student host will be asked to complete the form for health and safety
purposes. Failure to register a family guest may result in being charged with a policy violation of
the Student Code of Conduct that may result in sanctioning.
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Per the Overnight Guests/Visitors Policy below, no non-Ursinus College Student can stay
overnight in a residence hall room.
OVERNIGHT GUESTS
Until further notice, on campus residents will not be allowed to have overnight guests or visitors
who do not attend Ursinus College.
COMMON SPACES
Congregating in indoor communal areas of campus in groups is prohibited in any spaces that
cannot allow for 6 feet physical distancing.
This includes, but is not limited to: residence hall lounges, kitchens, lobbies, corridors, study
rooms/spaces, dining tables, etc. All students who are congregating in a communal space, outside
of their designated family unit residence, must wear a mask and maintain 6 feet of physical
distance, per the policy.
EVENTS
Ursinus College has determined that registered social events on campus in the residence halls
will not be possible to be hosted safely, given the CDC guidelines and space constraints of
campus. Students will be asked to socialize within their family unit when in their residence hall.
Students wanting to gather outside of their own family unit may only do so in common spaces
that can always allow for 6 feet physical distancing and must wear a mask.
Students hosting unregistered events are in violation of this policy.
Students who are 21 years old can consume alcohol in their own room and with their family unit.
As always, underage students found consuming alcohol will be documented and subject to the
student conduct process.
Per the Student Code of Conduct, purposeful binge drinking through drinking games and binge
drinking paraphernalia are not permitted at any time. Given what we know about Covid-19 being
transmitted via oral secretions and droplets, students found participating in drinking games or
using binge drinking paraphernalia (such as beer bongs, etc.) will be viewed as especially
egregious now given the ease of contamination through shared containers, cups or other items.
CULTURE OF REPORTING
As the College is concerned about threats to personal or collective health and safety, all reports
of symptoms will be taken seriously and reviewed promptly. If a student may have violated
another aspect of the Student Code of Conduct (such as consuming alcohol underage, attending
an unregistered event, etc.) and is concerned about consequences when reporting CoVid-19related symptoms, the reporting student should be assured that the College’s interest is in
maintaining the health and safety of individuals and the campus. Pending no serious threat to
safety or other compelling reasons, other behaviors may be addressed through alternative means
(such as informal discussions, education, and/or referrals to counseling, etc).
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RECORDED CLASSES
In order to allow students to attend classes remotely, classes may be recorded (both audio and
video). The likeness and voice of students and faculty will appear in these recordings. Use of
these recordings will be solely for educational purposes and may be accessed only by the
instructor and students assigned to the particular course on its designated Canvas site. Students
are asked not to copy, download or redistribute classroom recordings.
OFF-CAMPUS
Students are strongly encouraged to minimize their travel and continue to practice all necessary
health and safety behaviors while off-campus.
COVID-RELATED ACCOMMODATIONS
If you have a health related condition such as asthma, diabetes, heart disease, or
immunocompromised conditions that put you at a higher risk* for COVID-19 that may require
supports or accommodations including academic, residential, and dining supports, please feel
free to contact Dr. Dolly Singley, Director of Disability Services, to discuss your impacts and
requested supports.
*Note – It is important that anyone with an underlying medical condition consider that
there exists heightened and unpredictable health risks associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Those risks include exposure to asymptomatic carriers of the COVID-19 virus and the transfer of
the virus through interpersonal communications and sharing spaces with others. Your personal
situation may mean that you are at an even higher risk of contracting a serious illness should you
contract the COVID-19 virus. Remote options are available for students and students should
discuss their risk and options with their family members to decide on the best option for them.
Dolly Singley is available for consult to discuss options.
ISOLATION
A student must go through the proper protocols of notifying and being in communication with
the College if they have tested positive for COVID-19 or are symptomatic and awaiting test
results. (See COLLEGE NOTIFICATION OF SYMPTOMATIC AND AWAITING
COVID-19 TEST RESULTS and COLLEGE NOTIFICATION OF POSITIVE COVID-19
TEST RESULTS).
These students will likely be asked to isolate themselves from the campus community.
The responsibilities of that student are to:



Follow all instructions given by medical personnel
If the instructions given by the medical personnel are to isolate, and if the student is a
residential student who lives on campus, the College will likely not be able to offer the
student a place to isolate.
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o If a student lives within 300 miles of the campus, students will be expected to
return to their home until they test negative for COVID-19 and are cleared by a
medical professional and can provide documentation to the Wellness Center of
their status
 If a student is unable to return to their home for isolation due to distance,
they may request to utilize the College’s designated isolation space.
However, this space is limited and may not be available at the time of the
request.
 If a student is unable to return to their home for isolation due to other
reasons besides distance, it is the student’s responsibility to make other
arrangements for appropriate isolation.
If a student is requesting to isolate on campus or seeks housing from the College, the student will
need to work with Campus Safety to determine the possibility to safely isolate that student. The
student must be approved to safely isolate on campus, or any housing provided by the College,
and they must abide by all policies in the Student Code of Conduct and the COVID-19 Student
Code of Conduct. In addition to the policies, the following are other policies they must abide by:





Remain in direct communication with the Director of Counseling and Wellness
Respond to all phone calls, voicemails, emails, and texts from Ursinus College staff
members including but not limited to Campus Safety, Dean of Students Office, Wellness
Center, and Residence Life within 8 hours or within the time specified in that
communication
Remain in the specified isolation location for the total number of days that the student
was instructed by medical professionals and/or until the student tests negative for
COVID-19

QUARANTINE
A student must go through the proper protocols of notifying and being in communication with
the College if they have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.
(See COLLEGE NOTIFICATION OF SYMPTOMATIC AND AWAITING COVID-19
TEST RESULTS and COLLEGE NOTIFICATION OF POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST
RESULTS)
These students will likely be asked to quarantine themselves from the campus community.
The responsibilities of that student are to:



Follow all instructions given by medical personnel
If the instructions given by the medical personnel are to quarantine, and if the student is a
residential student who lives on campus, the College will likely not be able to offer the
student a place to quarantine
o If a student lives within 300 miles of the campus, students will be expected to
return to their home for 14 days (with a negative COVID test)
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If a student is unable to return to their home for quarantine due to distance,
they may request to utilize the College’s designated quarantine space.
However, this space is limited and may not be available at the time of the
request.
If a student is unable to return to their home for quarantine due to other
reasons besides distance, it is the student’s responsibility to make other
arrangements for appropriate quarantine.

If a student is requesting to quarantine on campus or seeks housing accommodations from the
College, the student will need to notify Campus Safety to determine the possibility to safely
quarantine that student. The student must be approved to safely quarantine on campus, or any
housing provided, by the College and they must abide by all policies in the Student Code of
Conduct and the COVID-19 Student Code of Conduct. In addition to the policies, the following
are other policies they must abide by:





Remain in direct communication with the Director of Counseling and Wellness
Respond to all phone calls, voicemails, emails, and texts from Ursinus College staff
members including but not limited to Campus Safety, Dean of Students Office, the
Wellness Center, and Residence Life within 8 hours or within the time specified in that
communication
Remain in the specified quarantine location for the total number of days that the student
was instructed by medical professionals

RETURN TO CAMPUS POST-QUARANTINE OR ISOLATION
A student who has been required to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 may not return to
campus until the student has received the proper clearance and paperwork from a medical
professional stating that they have tested negative for COVID-19 and no longer need to be in
quarantine or isolation. The student must send the documented information to the Wellness
Center. The student will not be allowed to return to campus in any capacity until the paperwork
has been sent to and an acknowledgement of receipt by the Wellness Center.
CONDUCT IN ONLINE/VIRTUAL SETTINGS
As always, students are expected to act civilly and respectfully, in all environments, including
on-line, social media, and virtual settings. Students should be mindful of their communications
(phone, videoconferencing, email, etc.) with faculty, staff, and other students.
INTERMITTENT TESTING
In order to protect our campus and keep our community safe, all community members may be
asked to engage in intermittent testing at the Wellness Center. More details regarding this
process will be shared upon return to campus.

ATTESTATION
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By returning to campus in the 2020-2021 academic year, you agree to adhere to the expectations
detailed above.
I understand, as a member of the Ursinus community during the 2020-2021 academic year, that I
am an important part of Ursinus and that we are stronger when we all do our part to keep our
campus safe. I understand that the health and safety measures I am being asked to undertake are
necessary to protect the health and safety of others in my community and beyond. I agree to
abide by all federal, state, city, and Ursinus College mandates, policies, protocols, and
procedures related to COVID-19, and I agree to participate in any required training.
I understand that violations of these guidelines may be considered violations of the Student
Code of Conduct and may also be grounds for disciplinary review and action.

